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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Please amend claims 1 , 8, and 15 as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A system for graceful termination of support for session 
initiation protocol communications on a server, comprising: 

a server supporting communications with a client conforming to session initiation 
protocol said client capabl e of comm unications with a ph^rMtv oils^v^Is; 

means for setting a time period for gracefully terminating support for session initiation 
protocol communications on said server; 

means for sending a service unavailable message to said client , m resp onse said client 
providing support f or communications vvlUlA.dif[cr^nj^rvj^; 

means for causing said server to maintain support, until no later than the expiration of 
said time period for terminating support, for uncompleted session initiation protocol invites 
accepted by said server before sending said service unavailable message to said client; and 

means for terminating support for session initiation protocol communications on said 
server no later than upon expiration of said time period for terminating support. 

2. (original) The system of claim 1 , comprising means for sending said service 
unavailable message in response to a session initiation protocol invite received by said server 
from said client. 
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3. 



(original) The system of claim 1 , in which said server comprises means for 



informing said client of said time period for terminating support together with said service 



unavailable message. 



4. 



(original) The system of claim 1, in which said server comprises means for 



rejecting session initiation protocol service invites received after sending said service unavailable 
message to said client. 

5. (original) The system of claim 1, comprising a second server supporting 
communications with said client conforming to session initiation protocol. 



sending server status test messages to said server until said server re-establishes support for 
session initiation protocol communications with said client. 

7. (original) The system of claim 3 in which said client comprises means for deleting 
said server from a list of stream control transmission protocol associations until expiration of 
said time period for terminating support. 

8. (currently amended) A method for graceful termination of support for session 
initiation protocol communications on a server, comprising the steps of: 

establishing communications between a server and a client conforming to session 
initiation protocol, said client capabl e oreomr nunicat ions with a plurality of server s; 

setting a time period for gracefully terminating support for session initiation protocol 
communications on said server; 



6. 



(original) The system of claim 1, in which said client comprises means for 
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sending a service unavailable message to said client, in res ponse said client providing 
s upport for commu nica tions with a different, server; 

causingsaid server to maintain support, until no later than the expiration of said time 
period for terminating support, for uncompleted session initiation protocol invites accepted by 
said server before sending said service unavailable message to said client; and 

terminating support for session initiation protocol communications on said server no later 
than upon expiration of said time period for terminating support. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8, comprising the step of sending said service 
unavailable message to said client in response to a session initiation protocol invite received by 
said server from said client. 

10. (original) The method of claim 8, comprising the step of informing said client of 
said time period for terminating support together with said service unavailable message. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 8, comprising the step of rejecting session 
initiation protocol service invites received on said server after sending said service unavailable 
message to said client. 

12. (original) The method of claim 8, comprising the step of causing a second server 
to support communications with said client conforming to session initiation protocol. 

1 3. (original) The method of claim 8, comprising the step of sending server status test 
messages to said server until said server re-establishes support for session initiation protocol 
communications with said client. 
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14. (original) The method of claim 10, comprising the step of deleting said server 
from a client list of stream control transmission protocol associations until expiration of said time 
period for terminating support. 

15. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium whose contents cause a 
computer system to perfomi steps of a graceful termination of support for session initiation 
protocol communications on a server, said steps comprising: 

establishing communications between a server and a client conforming to session 
initiation protocol, said client cap able of communications with a plurality of servers ; 

setting a time period for gracefully terminating support for session initiation protocol 
communications on said server; 

sending a service unavailable message to said clien t in respo nse s aid client providing 
support for communications with a different server ; 

causing said server to maintain support, until no later than the expiration of said time 
period for terminating support, for uncompleted session initiation protocol invites accepted by 
said server before sending said service unavailable message to said client; and 

terminating support for session initiation protocol communications on said server no later 
than upon expiration of said time period for terminating support. 

1 6. (original) The medium of claim 1 5, in which said steps comprise sending said 
service unavailable message to said client in response to a session initiation protocol invite 
received by said server from said client. 
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17. (original) The medium of claim 1 5, in which said steps comprise informing said 
client of said time period for terminating support togetiier with said service unavailable message. 

18. (original) The medium of claim 15, in which said steps comprise rejecting session 
initiation protocol service invites received on said server after sending said service unavailable 
message to said client. 

19. (original) The medium of claim 15, in which said steps comprise sending server 
status test messages to said server until said server re-establishes support for session initiation 
protocol communications with said client. 

20. (original) The medium of claim 17, in which said steps comprise deleting said 
server from a client list of stream control transmission protocol associations until expiration of 
said time period for terminating support. 
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